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Winter Sing Programs 

Friday, December 15, 2017 

Grade 2 – 9:00 

Grade 3– 10:30 

Kindergarten – 1:00 

Grade 1– 2:15 

All performances will be in our  

Multi-Purpose Room 
 

Temperature for Indoor Recess 
  
All Janesville School District schools will 
be consistent about the temperature for 
indoor recess. The temperature will be 
“feels like” 0 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Precipitation, icy conditions on the 
playground, or other unsafe weather 
situations will continue be a reason to 
have indoor recess if the temperature is 
higher than 0 degrees. 
 

Winter Weather Reminders 
As the weather continues to change and 

the cold weather approaches, we have a 

few reminders for student safety at Van 

Buren. 

 All students go outside each day 
for recess and lunch recess. 
Winter clothing is necessary 
every day. This should include a 
warm winter coat, hat, and gloves 
or mittens. Students in K - 5 must 
have snow pants and boots on in 
order to go into the snow. 
Otherwise they will be required to 
stay on the blacktop.  
 

 If it is raining or snowing heavily 
in the morning when students 
come to school they are to go to 
the doors they usually line up at, 
not the front doors. There are 
staff members and safety patrol 
members to let them in and direct 
them to the location they should 
be at until the bell rings at 8:15.   

 

 Remember: no student should be 
on campus until 8:05 a.m.  

Dear Van Buren Families and Friends, 

As the weather begins to change and snow starts to fall, students and staff begin to feel 

the excitement of the winter season! Preparations for our musical performances are 

underway. Mrs. Madarik, our wonderful music teacher, has been working hard with all of our 

kindergarten through third grade students to create spectacular performances. This is a 

great way to kick off the Holiday Season! Please join us on Friday, December 15 to enjoy 

the shows. We can look forward to Spring Musicals from our 4/5th grade students. 

 

A HUGE thank you to those of you who volunteered with our new playground! The students 

are loving the new equipment. Thank you for all of your donations with our Scholastic Book 

Fair, Scoopie Night, and our PTA fundraiser. Thanks to your generosity, we are able to 

purchase more STEM materials for students, and support our student field trips, programs, 

technology and more! If you’d like to make a donation to our Bags of Hope Food Drive, 

please stop in the office. This money will purchase food for Janesville families in need and 

will be bagged and delivered to homes on December 16 from SDJ staff and community 

volunteers. 

 

PTA is a wonderful way to get involved in your child’s education. Meetings are usually the 

third Tuesday of each month, at 6:00 p.m. in our teacher’s lounge. Please join us for our 

next PTA meeting on Jan. 16. 

 

The holiday season is a time of year to give thanks and focus on the most important things 

in our lives. In education, my “Whats”, things I stand for and believe in, and what drives and 

motivates me to do what I do, are simple. I love children and will do anything to help them 

succeed. I believe that ALL students CAN learn and have the RIGHT TO LEARN. We all 

come from different backgrounds and bring different experiences to the table. These 

experiences shape us into who we are and who we want to be. As an educator, it is my job to 

find out what goals students have for themselves, and help nurture and guide them to 

achieve their goals and become successful citizens. 

 

To do this, it all begins with BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS. Children, along with everyone, 

need to feel appreciated, important and special. By listening, sharing personal real-life 

experiences and respecting students, trusting relationships begin to form. My hope is to 

continue to build genuine relationships with not only our students and staff, put with all of 

our families as well. 

  

I wish you all a peaceful and relaxing holiday season and look forward to the New Year 

working with you! 

 

Warm Holiday Wishes, 

Mrs. Stephanie Pajerski, Principal 
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Our 3rd Grade Reader’s Theater Performance 

          

     

        

 
My second and third grade Boost students performed their first readers' theater plays for an 

audience of parents, teachers, and classmates on October 23 and 24. They put in lots of work 

practicing and making their sets over several weeks. They read their plays with confidence and 

expression, and made them very engaging for their audiences. I'm so proud of them! 

Congratulations to Kylie Squire, Axel Kirnberger, Sophia Murillo, Fabiana Discua Maldonado, 

Kolton Tracey-Casey-Schmidt , Caleb Pulido, Giselle Zuniga Montenegro, and Adreanna 

Roach! -- Miss Henrichs 



 

             

  

Gwen Pekul 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Miss Henrichs and students  

beautifying Van Buren’s entrance  

 

 

 

Making 

Connections! 

Kindergarten 
PTA 

 Ice Cream 
Social 

 

 

 



 

  

Public School Open Enrollment Timelines 
 
The State of Wisconsin has announced the application 
period for open enrollment (also known as public school 
choice) begins in February for the following school year.  
Open Enrollment laws permit children to attend a public 
school in a school district other than the one in which 
they live.   

The open enrollment application period for the 2018-2019 
school year is from February 5, 2018 – April 30, 2018.   
Parents are encouraged to apply on-line at 
https://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment. Although on-line 
application is recommended, paper applications may be 
obtained from the Department of Public Instruction or any 
school district after January 15, 2018 and must be 
delivered (hand-delivery is recommended) to the 
nonresident school district during the application period. 
Paper applications to attend Janesville must be 
submitted to the Administrative Services Department no 
later than 4:00 p.m. on April 30th

 
(a postmark does not 

constitute timely submission).  Applications turned in prior 
to February 5th

  
will be returned as not valid and must be 

resubmitted after February 5th but before April 30th. 

Enrollment in a requested school or program is subject to 
space and other limitations and is not guaranteed. 
Transportation is the responsibility of the parent. 

Under School District of Janesville board policy, students 
who attended the district under open enrollment the 
previous year are not required to reapply for the following 
school year.  

An application is required for each sibling in the family.  
For example, if a family has one child in elementary 
school that has been approved for open enrollment and a 
new student entering kindergarten next year, the student 
entering kindergarten must apply for open enrollment in 
order to attend the School District of Janesville. 

Parents will be informed in June whether their open 
enrollment applications have been approved or denied.  
The student’s school or program placement will be 
provided in June.  

If you have questions, please contact the Administrative 
Services Office at 743-5006.    
 

 

Kindergarten Enrollment 
2018-2019 School Year 

School District Residents 

If you have a child turning 5 (five) years old prior to 

September 1, 2018 and they are not currently enrolled in a 

School District of Janesville Pre-school for Janesville 

(P4J) or Early Childhood (EC) program it is time to enroll 

in the Janesville Public School District.  Enrollment will 

take place at the Educational Services Center located at 

527 S. Franklin St. (administration building) in the New 

Student Enrollment office.  You may enroll anytime during 

the two week period.   

Weeks of December 4–8 and December 11-15  

7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.    M/W/F both weeks  
7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m     Tuesday, December 5 
7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m     Thursday, December 14 
8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.    Thursday, December 7, 2017 
8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.    Tuesday, December 12, 2017 
 

If you cannot attend the enrollment period please come in 
as soon as possible to enroll after December 15, 2017.  
Enrollment in the district is required for participation in 
orientation.  When you enroll, you will need your child’s 
birth certificate for proof of age, proof of residency (top 
portion of a utility bill, or current lease) to determine school 
assignment, immunization records and photo 
identification.  If you have questions on general 
enrollment, please contact the New Student Enrollment 
office at 743-5152 during regular office hours, 8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m.   
 

Requests for School Transfer/Placement within the School 
District (goldenrod forms) for incoming kindergarten 
students should be submitted through the enrollment 
process.  Forms are available at all schools, as well as at 
the Educational Services Center.  If you have questions 
regarding this process contact Tami Carlson at 743-5006.  
The status of requests will be determined by January 15, 
2018 if they are turned in by December 15

th
.  If you have a 

student currently attending a school under a School 
Transfer/Placement within the School District, it does not 
automatically qualify your kindergarten student for 
attendance at the same school; however, siblings are 
generally assigned to the same school.  In order for your 
kindergarten student to attend the same school as a 
sibling, you must submit a request during the Kindergarten 
Enrollment time frame.   
 

If you know of a child in your neighborhood or from 
community activities that would be entering 
kindergarten for the 2018-2019 school year, please 
pass this enrollment information on.  
  

Non-District Residents 
If you are a non-resident of the School District of 
Janesville and have a child turning 5 (five) years old prior 
to September 1, 2018 and would like your child to attend 
the School District of Janesville you must also apply for 
OPEN ENROLLMENT.  The timeline for Open Enrollment 
is February 5 to April 30, 2018.  Currently enrolled non-
residents in a P4J or EC program do not need to re-apply. 
If you have questions regarding the Open Enrollment 
process, please contact Tami Carlson at 743-5006. 

 

https://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment


 

  

News from Ms. Schur our Innovation Specialist 
 

How to Spot Fake News (and Teach Kids to Be Media-Savvy) 
By Sierra Filucci 3/20/2017 

 

This just in! Breaking news! You don't want to miss THIS! 
 

If you get your news online or from social media, this type of headline sounds very familiar. What's real? What's 

fake? What's satire? Now that anyone with access to a phone or computer can publish information online, it's getting 

harder to tell. But as more people go to Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter and other online sources for their news and 

information, it's even more crucial that all of us -- especially kids -- learn to decode what we read online. (Learn more 

about how kids get their news and how they feel about it in Common Sense Media's report, News and America's 

Kids: How Young People Perceive and Are Impacted by the News.) 
 

There's so much fake news online that Google and Facebook are starting to actively crack down on publishers of 

false or misleading news. But ad-supported networks are in somewhat of a bind, since they get money when users 

click on these stories -- so the crazier the headline, the more money they make. Most kids and teens get their news 

from their feeds, so they need to learn how to view stories critically (and they should learn that skill anyway!). Even 

little kids can start to think about some key media-literacy questions. And as kids get older, parents can help kids 

become more sophisticated critical thinkers. (If your kid's school is tackling media-literacy issues, consider sharing 

this with their teachers.) 
 

Here are a few basic questions to consider whenever you and your kids encounter a piece of media: 
 

● Who made this? 

● Who is the target audience? 

● Who paid for this? Or, who gets paid if you click on this? 

● Who might bene×t or be harmed by this message? 

● What is left out of this message that might be important? 

● Is this credible (and what makes you think that)? 
 

(Thanks to Project Look Sharp for these questions.) 
 

Older kids especially might enjoy learning tricks to spot fake news. Here are a few things to watch for: 
 

● Look for unusual URLs or site names, including those that end with ".co"-- these are often trying to appear 

like legitimate news sites, but they aren't. 

● Look for signs of low quality, such as words in all caps, headlines with glaring grammatical errors, bold 

claims with no sources, and sensationalist images (women in bikinis are popular clickbait on fake news 

sites). These are clues that you should be skeptical of the source. 

● Check a site's "About Us" section. Find out who supports the site or who is associated with it. If this 

information doesn't exist -- and if the site requires that you register before you can learn anything about its 

backers -- you have to wonder why they aren't being transparent. 

● Check Snopes, Wikipedia, and Google before trusting or sharing news that seems too good (or bad) to be 

true. 

● Consider whether other credible, mainstream news outlets are reporting the same news. If they're not, it 

doesn't mean it's not true, but it does mean you should dig deeper. 

● Check your emotions. Clickbait and fake news strive for extreme reactions. If the news you're reading makes 

you really angry or super smug, it could be a sign that you're being played. Check multiple sources before 

trusting. 
 

(Thanks to Professor Melissa Zimdars of Merrimack College for some of these tips.) 

Source: Filucci, S. (2017, March 20). How to Spot Fake News (and Teach Kids to Be Media-Savvy). Retrieved 

November 02, 2017, from https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 

 



 

 
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 
Be somebody who makes everybody feel like a somebody. 

Spring Track Meet 

May 2018 

Tuesday, May 23 - 5th Grade 
Wednesday, May 24 – 4th Grade 
Thursday, May 25 – Rain Date 

 

 

Request for School Transfer/Placement  
(Intra District Transfers)  

Within the School District of Janesville 
Attendance Areas 

 

Due to Move: 
If you move within the School District of 
Janesville during the school year and wish 
to remain at your current school please ask 
the school office for a Request to Remain in 
Current School Following Move to New 
Attendance Area Form (Blue).  Complete 
the form and return it to the school office. 
  

Due to Parent Choice: 
If you wish to apply to have your student 
transferred/placed in another school within 
the district next school year (2018-2019), 
please ask the school office for a School 
Transfer/Placement Within the School 
District Form (Goldenrod).  Completed 
forms will be accepted from December 1 
through December 15, 2017 only.  Submit 
your Request for School 
Transfer/Placement Within the School 
District Form (Goldenrod) to your home 
school attendance area office.    Parents 
applying for Requests for School 
Transfer/Placement Within the School 
District will be notified of approval or 
disapproval by January 16, 2018.  Parents 
applying for Requests for School 
Transfer/Placement Within the School 
District for incoming Kindergarten students 
will be notified of approval or non-approval 
after they have enrolled their child during 
the Kindergarten Enrollment period with the 
New Student Enrollment Office.  If you have 
questions, please contact the school office 
of your home school attendance area.  
  

 

Child Find Notice 
 

“The school district must locate, identify and evaluate all resident 
children with disabilities, including children with disabilities 
attending private schools, regardless of the severity of their 
disabilities.” The school district has a special education program to 
locate and screen all children with suspected disabilities who are 
residents of the district and who have not graduated from high school. 
Upon request the school district will screen any resident child who has 
not graduated high school to determine whether a special education 
referral is appropriate. A request may be made by contacting Kimberli 
Peerenboom, Director of Pupil Services for the School District of 
Janesville at 743-5061, or by writing her at 527 S. Franklin St., 
Janesville WI 53548. 
 

Annually the district conducts developmental screening of 
preschool children. Each child’s motor, communication and social 
skills are observed at various play areas. Each child is weighed and 
measured, and the child’s hearing and vision is checked. The 
information is used to provide the parent with a profile of their child’s 
current development and to provide suggestions for follow up activities. 
Parents learn about community services available to them and speak 
with representatives of agencies serving families. The information from 
screening is also used to determine whether a child should be 
evaluated for a suspected disability. When school staff reasonably 
believes a child is a child with a disability, they refer the child for 
evaluation by a school district Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
team. Developmental screening will be a part of the kindergarten 
screening this Spring. Watch for dates at your local school. 
 

A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker or administrator 
of a social agency who reasonably believes a child brought to him 
or her for services is a child with a disability has a legal duty to 
report the child to the school district in which the child resides. 
Before referring the child, the person making the referral must inform 
the child’s parents that the referral will be made. The referral must be in 
writing and include the reason why the person believes the child is a 
child with a disability. Others who reasonably believe a child is a child 
with a disability may also refer the child to the school district in which 
the child resides. A referral of a child residing in the School District of 
Janesville may be sent to Kimberli Peerenboom at the school district 
address above.” 

 

 
Kindergarten & 1st Grades  10:55 – 11:45 

 
4th & 5th Grades    11:35 – 12:25 

 
2nd * 3rd Grades  12:20 – 1:10 

 

View Menus online 
 

 

http://www.janesville.k12.wi.us/Departments/School-Nutrition-Services/Menus


 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 

 

Van Buren  

Robotics Rock! 

 

 



 

             

             

             

         

 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

          

 
 
 

 

Making Community Connections 
Van Buren artists displaying their artwork at Blackhawk Community Credit Union. 

 

       

                                                                 

               

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   

              

                                                                                                                                                                      
    

 

Kylie Lachance  
and  

Logan Barritt 
representing  

Van Buren, saying the 
Pledge at the Board of 

Education meeting. 
 

 

Kylie 

Haven 

Van Buren Robotic Eagles saying the pledge at the school board meeting 

           



 

 

Band News 

Van Buren Robotic Eagles 
 

 
Students at Van Buren continued our Lego Robotics journey competing for the second year in First Lego 

League (FLL). This year, the overlying theme was Hydro Dynamics. Not only would 
students have to complete missions involving 
various Hydro Dynamic themes and their robots 
on a large 4x8 foot board, they would  also need 
to research the human water cycle to find a 
problem with how humans find, transport, use, or 
dispose of water, AND develop a unique solution 
to that problem.  
 
A brand new group of 4th and 5th grade students 
built and programmed robots, researched 

solutions to a human water cycle problem (our students chose to work 
on a better way to water our Pollinator Garden), put together a 
presentation, and show the core values we learned along the way. 

 
Our students dedicated their recess and after school time 
problem-solving robot missions, researching better ways to 
irrigate our garden, and learning how to work together as a 
team.  
 
Congratulations, Evan Curlee, Amaya Holloway, Alivia 
Manthey, Niilo Phanlith, Max Soto, Raine Steurer, Aly 
Thomas, Cierra White, Haley White, and Kenji Zuniga-
Montenegro on your hard work, competition, and 
dedication. You’ve made Van Buren proud. 
 

-Coach Miss Boudreau, Coach Ms. Carter,  
& Coach Miss Pope 

 
 

 

 

  

Greetings from the Band Room! Now that we have completed 

our first concert, it is time to get back to learning new notes, 

concepts, music, and start preparing for our next performance. In 

the next few weeks, we will have a few new notes to learn, along with many new vocabulary 

words. We will continue to learn songs in our book, while also start learning the music we will 

be performing at Mini Pep Band in January. On Thursday, January 18, the Van Buren Band will 

go to Parker High School to perform with the Parker Band for a basketball game. More 

information about this event will be coming home in the future. As always, please continue to 

encourage your musicians to be practicing at home and working hard to the best musicians 

they can be. 
 



 

Kindergarten has been busy creating SOP’s for routines and procedures. We’ve been 
working on respecting ourselves, others and property.  Some students have 
been learning all 26 letters and sounds.  We are putting sounds together to 
spell words and to make sentences.  Students will continue to read books 

pointing to words as they read.  We will work on telling and identifying details of a story.  Students will focus on; 
numbers 0-20, write these numbers, and use them to add.  We will work on numbers that are greater and less.  
December/January can be so much fun with holidays and projects, but don’t forget to get lots of sleep and be ready for 
school each day.   See you at the Winter Sing on December 15 at 1:00. 
 

We are excited to announce the arrival of Finn Michael McCool!  Ms. McCool and baby 
are doing great The students have been working hard at reading and math.  Please 
remember to be reading at least 10 minutes per night with your child. This will help 

your prepare your child for the upcoming independent STAR Reading Assessment in January.  Your 
child has been bringing home books in a bag that they should be returning regularly.  In math, they 
have been working on addition and subtraction facts, telling time, counting money and place 
value.  We have a busy month ahead of us.  On December 1, the kindergarten and first grade 
classes will be going to U.W. - Whitewater’s Irvin L. Young Auditorium to see the play; Miss Nelson 
is missing!  Mark your calendars, on December 15 at 2:15 first grade will have their Winter Sing in 
the cafeteria.  We also wanted to thank all of the parents who attended conferences!  We 
appreciate all you do for your child! 

 
2nd and 3rd graders are enjoying our new playground equipment. Thanks to all who 
helped to make this happen. Remember with the colder weather, we need to make sure 
to be dressing for it. ( coats, boots, hats, gloves, and even snow pants soon). As a 
reminder, we have our Winter sing coming up on Dec. 15th. 2nd grade will perform at 9 
AM and 3rd grade will perform at 10:30. Classrooms will be having a class party as we 

head into the holidays. This will be on Thursday, December 21st. Second graders are working in Reading on 
understanding the main idea and key details in a story. We have learned about homophones, synonyms, verbs, and 
nouns. Ask us what these mean. Remember to make Reading and Math fact practice a part of your nightly routine. Third 
graders continue to learn new strategies in Math and Reading. Remember to make Reading and Math fact practice a 
part of your nightly routine. We continue to work on our Growth Mindset to build leaders in our school. Every Friday we 
have students who are Star students get an award. We also have students who are Leaders in our 7 habits receive an 
award as well. Ask your child what our habits are and how they use them. Just a reminder that we use class dojo in all of 
our classrooms. We send many reminders and notes, as well as pictures, through dojo to keep families connected to our 
classrooms. 
 

Fourth graders continue to lead our school! We are working on our second 

habit, Begin with the End in Mind. Ask your student how they use this habit 

to be successful at school. Our students had a great day out at JSOL hiking and 

exploring. We enjoyed a performance at UW Whitewater and will explore the State Capitol in early December. We ask 

that you have your child read daily and practice their basic math facts. These skills are critical and will help build your 

child's confidence as they continue to learn more complicated skills. We hope that you enjoy the upcoming winter break 

with your family. Thanks for all you do to help your child succeed! 

 
 
 Fifth grade has been hard at work! We wrapped up Trimester 1 Math goals and are working on 

Trimester 2 goals. Remember to have your children work on Math facts at home as homework. 
Students are in guided reading groups to learn reading skills at their reading level. Remember to 

have students reading at home as well! For Social Studies students are transitioning between the 
explorers to the 13 colonies and the American Revolution. We are working on various STEM 
activities for Science. We wrote our narrative stories and moving onto an informal paragraph. We 

are excited for Trimester 2! 



 

K-Kids are Serving the Community! 
 
In mid-November, 23 Van Buren student leaders got together after school to launch K-Kids, a new club 
focused on service to our school, community, nation, and world.  We used our first meeting to decorate 20 
paper bags for the ECHO Thanksgiving Basket Distribution.  In the next couple of meetings, we will be talking 
more about what it means to be a service club and how we want our club to make our world better. 
 
K-Kids is affiliated with the morning Kiwanis Club in Janesville, and we were excited to meet the two advisors 
from Kiwanis who will be joining us for our meetings, Luci Cramer and Linda Servais.  We are grateful for the 
help Kiwanis has provided in getting our club started and the commitment they have to us. 
 
Our meeting schedule through February is after school on these Wednesday afternoons: 
 
December 6 
December 20 
January 10 
January 24 
February 7 
February 28 
 
Any student who wants to join us just needs to turn in a signed permission slip.  Slips are available on Miss 
Henrichs/Mrs. Hoague’s door. 
 
Miss Henrichs & Mrs. Hoague 

                               

                              
 
                                         



 

 
 
 
 
               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

Do you have concerns about 

your child’s development? 

If so, you are invited to attend our 25th Annual…. 

What:  Developmental Screening for children ages 2-4 1/2 that   

 live in the School District of Janesville. 
  

When:   February 5th 2018 8:30 AM-6:00 PM 

  February 6th 2018 8:30 AM-5:00 PM 

 Where:  Educational Services Center 527 South Franklin Street 
 
 

Appointments are encouraged and will be taken through 1/31/18 

Call 743-5063 to make an appointment. 

Walk-ins available: 

Children ages 2-3 February 6th 8:30-11:30 a.m. 

Children ages 3-4 1/2 February 5th and 6th from 2:00-4:30 p.m. 

  



 

               

               

               

               

     

 

 

 

 

 

  

¿Tiene inquietudes 
acerca del desarrollo de 

su hijo/a? 
Si es así se le invita a asistir al 25° evento anual …. 

Qué:  Evaluación del desarrollo de los niños de 2 a 4 1/2 años de edad que viven en el 

Distrito Escolar de Janesville. 

Cuándo:   5 de febrero de 2018 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM 
  6 de febrero de 2018 8:30 AM– 5:00 PM 
  
Dónde: Centro de Servicios Educativos 527 S Franklin St 

Se recomienda hacer cita y se aceptarán hasta el 31/ene/2018 
Llame al 743-5063 para hacer una cita. 

——————————————————————-- 

Hay horas sin cita disponibles: 

Los niños de 2-3: 6 de febrero 8: 30-11: 30 am 

Los niños de 3 a 4 1/2: 5 y 6 de febrero de 2: 00-4:30 p.m. 


